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CBF Virginia is one of 18 state and regional organizations connected 

to Cooperative Baptist Fellowship Global. We are dedicated to 

forming together and partnering to renew God’s world.  
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One summer during her college years, my wife Joan worked as a counselor at Camp Chrysalis in Kerrville, TX. As you might 
imagine, the butterfly image permeated everything at camp. The hope and prayer was each child who came to camp that 
summer would experience growth and transformation while in the protective confines (the pupa) of the camp and leave 
camp different from how they arrived.  

Seeking Transformation is CBFVA’s theme for 2018-2019. The goal of this theme is similar to Camp Chrysalis’ hope for 
campers. In the process, can we capture a deeper understanding of the word transformation? The prefix trans means 
“across, beyond, on the other side or changing thoroughly” (like the metamorphosis of the butterfly). The word formation is 
“the act or process of forming or the state of being formed.” According to Merriam-Webster, to be transformed is:  a) to 
change in composition or structure, b) to change the outward form or appearance of, or c) to change in character or 
condition.   

The word transformation is incredibly powerful in and of itself. When combined with “seeking” as in CBFVA’s yearlong focus, 
we are invited and called to embrace the radical demands of the Gospel. This transformation requires us to learn “skills of a 
new way of seeing, the habits of a new way of thinking, the capacities of a new way of living” (Brian McLaren, Everything 
Must Change, p. 283).  To become faithful disciples of Jesus, we must unlearn much of what we have been taught by our 
culture. We have unconsciously been instructed to see certain things and not see others. Jesus desires to transform us so we 
see everything from God’s perspective. Not only does transformation include unlearning some things, it also means 
developing new ways of teaching and apprenticing people so God’s love will become priority. When love takes hold, we 
experience personal growth and cultural evolution. This active love is even more powerful as it interacts with traveling 
companions like mercy, compassion, hospitality, peace, kindness, community, etc.  

If we’re really honest, most of us (and most congregations) are not seeking this kind of radical change of perspective or 
functioning. We like keeping things the same with as little disruption as possible because, face it, people don’t like change. 
However, the Gospel’s essence is change and includes submitting to the direction Spirit leads and consenting to be shaped 
and formed in the image of Jesus for the sake of the world. If we take seriously the call inherent in this year’s theme, we will 
embrace and nurture new attitudes, new perspectives, and new ways of being in the world. As a result, the world will be 
changed in response to the palpable, more visible ways of love! 

CBFVA has chosen images from nature to stimulate our thinking about the organic nature of the change God desires in our 
lives. As surely as the leaves on the tree change with each season, Christ-followers are perpetually transformed when we 
desire to become more like Jesus in thought, word, and deed. We confess these changes do not come easily or without 
resistance. Think about how violent weather often accompanies the transition from one season to another. We recognize 
the church is in a stormy period as less effective traditional understandings of congregational life bump up against new 
realities in our culture. We remain confident God’s Spirit continues to hone faithful people in and through the storm.  

Fellowship Baptists believe God is up to something new and fresh in the world. Christianity can no longer be defined by a 
specific set of beliefs about God. Christianity itself must be transformed as we shift from understanding church as the place 
where we “offer Bible studies and worship services” to schools of love. We must discover new practices that empower us to 
move past institutional think in order to embrace a more excellent way.  

We pray this year’s Seeking Transformation focus plays a key role in jump-starting much needed conversation. Ask 
yourselves, “How can faithfulness to God’s call lead us to seek and encourage transformation?” 

 

 

 

 

Terry Maples, CBF Virginia Field Coordinator  



4 



5 

 



6 

2018: 

September 11-13, Movement Leadership Team – Decatur, GA 

September 17, Coordinating Council Meeting – Charlottesville, VA 

September 18, CBFVA General Assembly – Broadus Memorial, Charlottesville, VA 

October 5-7, Student Fall Retreat – Eagle Eyrie Conference Center 

November 13, CBFVA/BTSR Luncheon at BGAV – Shady Grove United Methodist, Glen Allen, VA  

November 16-18, High School Call Weekend – Camp Little Crossroads 

December 17-21, CBFVA Office Closed 

December 24-28, CBFVA Office Closed 

 

2019: 

January 15-17, Movement Leadership Team – Decatur, GA 

January 29, Pastors’ School at BTSR 

February 11-12, Coordinating Council Retreat 

February 25-27, ChurchWorks – St. Louis, MO 

March 7-11, Mission Immersion, Cuba 

March 22-24, Mission Madness 1 – Walnut Hills Baptist Church, Williamsburg, VA 

April 5-7, Mission Madness 2 – Bybee’s Road Baptist Church, Zion Crossroads, VA 

May 7, Coordinating Council Meeting 

May 16-24, Mission Immersion, El Salvador 

June 17-21, CBF General Assembly – Birmingham, AL 

September 10-12, Movement Leadership Team – Decatur, GA 

September 16, Coordinating Council Meeting   

September 17, CBFVA General Assembly – Bethel Baptist Church, Midlothian, VA 

November 12, CBFVA/BTSR Luncheon at BGAV – NOVA 

December 23-27, CBFVA Office Closed 

December 30-January 3, CBFVA Office Closed 



7 

Who is CBFVA? 

 

CBFVA Identity Statement  

Cooperative Baptist Fellowship Virginia is a Christian network of churches and individuals motivated by Jesus 
Christ; inspired by our unique Baptist heritage; invested in forming healthy congregations; committed to 
mission engagement at home and abroad; and sustained by partnership and collaboration. 

 

CBFVA Vision Statement 

Cooperative Baptist Fellowship Virginia is called to cultivate healthy congregations and engage individuals and 
churches in life transforming ministries. We are passionate about nurturing and forming faith in Jesus Christ, 
connecting Christ-followers to one another and to CBF’s global mission and ministry, engaging students and 
adults in mission experiences, and renewing God’s world through partnership and collaboration. CBFVA’s vision 
is evident in these four priorities: 

  

 

 

 

 

Connect  

CBFVA is a network of congregations and 
individuals. Connections are essential to building 
our Fellowship. We bring like-minded Baptists 
together, link people in our network to helpful 
resources, introduce folks in Virginia to the 
broader CBF family, and encourage experiences 
that build relationship and beloved community.   

  

 

 

 

 

Form  

CBFVA is committed to shaping and forming faith 
in Jesus Christ for the sake of the world. We 
believe congregational health and vitality are tied 
to intentional efforts to help people embody the 
values and convictions of Jesus. We create 
experiences that awaken consciousness about 
best practices for cultivating vital faith expressed 
in love, grace, compassion, and mercy. 

  

 

 

 

Engage  

CBFVA is committed to cultivating holistic mission 
efforts in Virginia and around the globe. Our 
passion is to serve “the least of these,” transform 
lives and communities, and influence how we 
view others and the world.   

  

 

 

 

 

 

Renew  

Like CBF Global, CBFVA is committed to 
“partnering to renew God’s world.” Our broken 
world needs repair and renewal. We join hands 
with other like-minded people of faith to bring 
healing and wholeness through peace, justice, and 
advocacy efforts. 
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CBFVA Bible Studie 

 

To view the Bible studies visit: cbfva.org  
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Student.Church  

Student.Church places college student interns in CBF partner churches 
during the summer. While being mentored by seasoned ministers, students 
explore the breath of congregational ministry as they experience all aspects 

of church life including worship planning, pastoral care, budgeting, and 
deacon ministry. In 2019, CBFVA will partner with CBF to provide summer 
interns for CBF affiliated churches across Virginia. If your congregation is 

interested in partnering in this way, please contact Terry Maples 
(tmaples@cbfva.org) or Mark Snipes (msnipes@cbfva.org). 

http://www.cbf.net/studentdotchurch 

Selah Vie  

Selah Vie is an end-of-summer retreat that allows college and 

graduate students to pause in the midst of life in order to 

reflect, listen, seek guidance and discern God's purposes and 

direction. Specialized tracks give attention to the different life 

stages in which students may find themselves. Topics for 

discussion and discernment include: Giftedness, Vocation/

Calling, Relationships, My Future, Next Steps 

Beyond serving in a mission setting, in a church, at a camp, etc. 

beyond graduation. 

http://www.cbf.net/selahvie  

Student.Go 

Student.Go provides opportunities for students to serve with our field 

personnel and ministry partners as they life out CBF Global Missions 

commitments—cultivating beloved community, bearing witness to Jesus 

Christ and seeking transformational development. 

www.cbf.net/studentdotgo 

http://www.cbf.net/studentdotchurch
http://www.cbf.net/selahvie/
http://www.cbf.net/studentdotgo
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Virginia State Meeting at the CBF General Assembly 

  

An important aspect of the CBF General Assembly each year is 
designated time for folks from Virginia to gather for inspiration and 

fellowship. The state meeting in Burmingham set for Thursday 
afternoon, June 20, 2019. This is your opportunity to hear stories 

about intentional efforts to cultivate beloved community across the 
Commonwealth. Make plans now to attend the CBF General 

Assembly, and join us for the state meeting. 

Save the Date!  

Thursday,  

June 20, 2019 

Burmingham, 

AL 

Still need dats 

Save the Date for Upcoming  

CBF Global General Assembly 
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