ASSEMBLY SCHEDULE
9:00

Registration and Coffee

9:30

Welcome
Theme Interpretation
CBFVA 2019-2020 Mission/
Ministries

10:15 Keynote Address – Paul Baxley
10:45 Fellowship Time

11:15 Q & A with Paul Baxley
11:45 Business Session
12:15 Fellowship Luncheon
Faithful Voices Share
1:15

Faithful Voices Workshops

2:30

Worship and Communion

3:30

Adjourn

The Vine

CBFVA 2019 General Assembly
Make plans now to participate in this year’s CBFVA General Assembly on September 17 at Bethel Baptist Church in Midlothian.
Our 2019-2020 theme is Faithful Voices; this theme is the focus
of our gathering. Come and hear prophetic voices help us discern
how to be faithful to God in our divided and uncivil world .
Paul Baxley, Cooperative Baptist
Fellowship’s new Executive Coordinator, is our keynote speaker.
Paul will share about the work of
CBF and participate in a Question
& Answer session on Tuesday
morning. This is your opportunity
to meet and hear from our new
leader!
CBFVA’s General Assembly will highlight faithful voices through
four timely workshops:
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Exciting Time to Journey with CBFVA!
by Terry Maples, CBFVA Coordinator
What an exciting time to partner with CBF Virginia! In addition to high quality ministries
(like Mission Madness and Pastors’ School) you’ve come to
expect, new opportunities to
connect with our ministries will
launch soon. You’ll learn much more about ways to engage in days to come; many will be highlighted at our
General Assembly.
This fall we kick off a two-year focus called Faithful Voices. Our General Assembly makes quality time with Paul
Baxley, CBF’s Executive Coordinator, available to you and
provides four timely workshops to explore how we can
all be faithful voices today. Eight thematic Bible studies
for personal and group use will be available soon.
Starting October 1, CBFVA pilots a new contractual staff
role called Theologian in Residence to help us learn to
think more theologically. The Theologian in Residence
will resource congregations through critical processes
like corporate discernment and theological reflection
and will create practical resources to equip laity.
A block grant from CBF will allow CBFVA to:
•

Fund a new collegiate ministry through University
Baptist in Charlottesville.

•

Help purchase a house to aid the homeless ministry
of Grace & Main in Danville.

•

Provide a literacy initiative for children and parents
through LUCHA Ministries in Fredericksburg.

•

Partner with BGAV, WMU of Virginia, and Bluefield
College through Bridges of Hope Bluefield.

•

Resource rural clergy and congregations through
leadership videos, webinars, and retreats.

We welcome Bill Leonard as our speaker for Pastors’
School on January 30, 2020. Dr. Leonard will address The
Baptist Future in America: Is there one?
CBFVA is working on a number of new partnerships to
enrich ministry offerings for clergy and congregations.
Your CBFVA staff is crafting a number of leader development sessions to “take on the road” to churches across
Virginia.
CBFVA will roll-out a new way to stay in touch with our
ministry (via your cell phone) during this year’s General
Assembly on Tuesday, September 17.

Consider these teasers my invitation for you and your
congregation to journey more closely with CBFVA and
CBF. It isn’t easy to be a Baptist in our country these
days but as trusted partners committed to beloved
community, equality and liberty for all, full inclusion
of women in all congregational leadership roles, servant leadership instead of authoritarianism, sound
theological scholarship instead of indoctrination, ecumenical collaboration, and deep respect for Walter
Shurden’s Four Fragile Freedoms (soul, Bible, church,
and religious), we can make a difference in the world
and restore confidence in the Jesus’ way.

CBF 25th Anniversary Grant to CBFVA
We are excited about the
$100,000 grant coming to
our state through gifts
given to CBF’s 25th anniversary fundraising campaign. We received 1/3 of
the grant at the end of
2018 and will receive a
second installment December 2019. CBFVA’s
Coordinating Council has had many conversations to
discern the best uses for these resources. After wideranging brainstorming sessions, the Council appointed
a team of three – Ben Brown, John Carroll, and Jenny
Hodge – to help make the final decisions. As announced during the Virginia state meeting in Birmingham, projects being funded by the grant are:
Missions: $25,000 to purchase a house for the homeless ministry at Grace and Main in Danville, $17,700
for a new literacy initiative through LUCHA in Fredericksburg, and $10,000 for a significant mission project
in Southwest Virginia.
Young Baptist Ecosystem: $25,000 to assist with a new
collegiate ministry through University Baptist in Charlottesville, and $5,000 to fund mission immersion experiences for college students.
Healthy Churches: $9,000 to fund a Theologian in Residence for CBFVA, $1,500 to produce new resources to
train lay leaders, and $6,800 to fund staff retreats and
grants for rural congregations in Virginia.
We are excited to launch these new initiatives and tp
partner with congregations across the Commonwealth
in doing good kingdom work!

A Fearless Summer with Passport Kids
by Morganne Talley,
Madison Heights Baptist Church
Since my first
summer as a
camper at Passport Missions, I
knew I wanted to
work on a Passport team. Passport has three
camp programs:
Missions, Choices
(both for 6th-12th grade), and Kids (3rd-6th grade).
Because I absolutely loved my experience as a camper
at Passport Missions, the team I wanted to be on the
most was the Missions team. As I completed my application, I distinctly remember choosing Missions as my
first choice, Choices as my second, and Kids as my
very last choice. Leading and ministering to middle
and high schoolers always brought me overflowing joy
and life, but leading and ministering to children who
were still in the prime of their elementary school experience was unknown and intimidating for me. Considering my hesitation to work with children and my
insecurity of my ability to minister to them, Passport
Kids was clearly the perfect place for me to be this
summer.
From day one of training to my flight home sixty-two
days later, being part of the Passport Kids team was
an amazing adventure filled with endless actions of
Christ’s love, beautiful examples of what the Church
truly is, and plenty of late-night trips to Cookout for
milkshakes. This incredible adventure pushed me out
of my comfort zone in many wonderful ways, and my
“yes” to God, though reluctant, took me across seven
states and nine sessions of experiencing God through
hundreds of brilliant, loving campers.
Hearing Scripture read, prayers prayed, and worship
lifted in the collective voices of campers every evening in worship was life-giving. It reminded me that
worshipping God and loving each other are not as
difficult as we often make them. I saw campers and
their group leaders love each other and engage in
pure fellowship and growth together as they ate,
played, danced, and worshipped. There’s something
about going to camp with your church family that
makes every minute ten times more wonderful.

Campers were not the only people through whom I experienced God; every person I worked with on staff emanated light and love for God and the campers. Their love
shone through during every game, Bible study, meal, and
worship service. They all offered endless encouragement
and laughter, and it was the opportunity of a lifetime to
have been part of the Passport Kids team with each of
them.
This summer, God showed me all the things that are possible when I say, “yes,” especially when everything about
saying yes means leaving my comfort zone behind in exchange for a grand adventure I never could have imagined. This summer’s theme was all about being fearless
as we trust God for strength and look for opportunities
to love others. The theme resonated with me because
this summer pushed me out of my comfort zone in multiple ways, and this adventure required bravery for me to
say “yes.” I’m incredibly grateful that I did say yes to
working Passport Kids, and I will always treasure the
memories and experience I gained from this fearless
summer.

CBFVA Luncheon at the BGAV
Each year Cooperative Baptist Fellowship Virginia provides a luncheon at the Baptist General Association of
Virginia annual meeting. This year the BGAV takes place
at Bonsack Baptist in Roanoke, and the luncheon is
scheduled for Tuesday, November 12, at 12:30 p.m. at
Vinton Baptist Church, 219 East Washington Avenue,
Vinton, VA 24179. Mark your calendar for this meaningful time of food and fellowship. The program will focus
on our mission partnership in Southwest Virginia, and
guest speakers will be Dr. David Olive, President of Bluefield College, and Travis Lowe, Pastor of Crossroads
Church in Bluefield, WV. The cost is only $10. Registration begins soon!

Announcing Pastors’ School
January 30, 2020
Huguenot Road Baptist Church
CBF of Virginia is pleased to announce we have secured a
long-time faithful voice in Baptist life as our speaker for
Pastors’ School. Dr. Bill Leonard, Founding Dean and Professor of Divinity Emeritus at Wake Forest University
School of Divinity, will address the theme: “The Baptist
Future in America: Is there one?” Mark your calendars,
and stay tuned for additional information.

Continued from page 1 (General Assembly)
Faithful Voices for Racial Reconciliation
Leaders: Herbert Ponder and Jim Somerville
Dr. Herbert Ponder, Pastor of Mount Tabor Baptist
Church, and Dr. Jim Somerville, Pastor of Richmond’s
First Baptist Church, have worked together the past several years to build friendship and unity among their two
distinctly different congregations. The most recent
attempt was an “Old-Fashioned, Foot-Stomping, Down
by the Riverside Revival” in which both pastors shared
the pulpit and the two choirs united as one. This led to
requests from both congregations for more opportunities for worship/fellowship and a more active role in the
critical work of racial reconciliation.

Advocacy as a Spiritual Discipline
Leaders: Austin Almaguer & Andre Towner
Learn the theological foundations for faith based advocacy and explore practical ways you and your congregation
can become involved in systemic change by leveraging
existing ministries, relationships, and passions. Through
the use of personal stories and case studies, the facilitators will help participants learn the basics of organizing
and mobilizing faith communities to positively affect
their communities.

Faithful Voices with Immigrants
Leaders: Greg & Sue Smith
When working with migrants and refugees, being a faithful voice means listening, learning, and trying to understand the world through the eyes of an immigrant. Every
person has the power to speak out on behalf of injustice
and make the path a little easier for those who are new
to the United States. Come learn more about how to find
your voice.

Learning Faithfulness Among Those
Experiencing Homelessness
Leaders: Joshua & Jessica Hearne
In their work at Grace and Main Fellowship in Danville,
the Hearnes share life and space with a wide variety of
people who are or have been homeless, hungry, poor,
and/or addicted. While Jessica and Joshua are often
asked if they "share the faith" with people experiencing
homelessness, the truth is they feel they're as often the
receivers of the faithfulness of brothers and sisters experiencing homelessness as they are the sharers. Join Jessica and Josh as they talk about life in intentional community, the dynamics of homelessness and housing insecurity, faithful approaches to remedying injustice, and hear
stories about how they continue to learn faithfulness
from those experiencing homelessness.

Worship during this year’s General Assembly will be
especially meaningful. We are excited to hear from
gifted proclaimers Daniel Glaze, Senior Pastor at River
Road Church, Baptist, and Alice Cates Clarke, Associate Pastor of Youth and Community Engagement at
Derbyshire Baptist in Richmond.
Don’t miss this wonderful time of fellowship, sharing,
inspiration, information, and worship! Register NOW
on our website or our Facebook page or here:
https://cbfofva.wufoo.com/forms/z1fhs1ry09d92tj/.
The cost is $10 to cover lunch.
NOTE: As you pull up to Bethel Baptist Church, we
meet in the far left building. Dress is casual!

CBFVA Bylaw Changes Recommended
As shared in the latest edition of Friday News, the
Coordinating Council will recommend changes to the
CBFVA Bylaws to enable us to pilot a two-year term
for Moderator. Current Bylaws mandate the Moderator will be elected to a one-year term. The recommended changes allow Michael Cheuk to serve a twoyear term as Moderator. If approved by the Assembly,
a Vice Moderator will be elected in year one instead
of a Moderator-Elect in order to keep five persons on
the Advisory Council.

Ministry Planner
CBFVA has prepared a new
Ministry Planner for 20192020. Each person who
attends the General Assembly
will receive this helpful resource. Not only does the
Ministry Planner outline new
initiatives and plans for the
upcoming year, it contains a
significant summary of what
was accomplished for God’s kingdom this past year.

We Welcome Guests to the GA
We are excited to welcome a number of guests to this
year’s General Assembly. Several folks from CBF Global will be with us. This is an excellent opportunity to
get to know them and discuss their work. Some of
these guests will share during the lunchtime session.
In addition, a number of CBF partners will exhibit during the General Assembly. Tables lining the meeting
space make it easy for you to connect.

YOUTH WINTER SUMMIT
January 17-19, 2020
University Baptist Church
Charlottesville, VA
This January during the MLK weekend (January 17-19),
CBFVA will host “The Summit.” The Summit, which takes
place at University Baptist in Charlottesville, brings together students from around the state for a time of fun, fellowship, reflection, and worship.

Timothy Peoples, our speaker for The Summit, will dive
deep into the story of Hagar. When God finds Hagar hiding
from powerful people seeking to do her harm, Hagar calls
God “the God who sees me.” We learn about a God who
speaks directly to the outsider and offers a seat at the table. Your students will be challenged to see others in their everyday lives as God see them and to become advocates
for outsiders.
Timothy will explore systemic issues that exist now just as they did in the days of Abraham. How do we respond as
people of faith? How do we advocate for people using the power and privilege we possess? How do we represent the
God who sees us all?
The cost of The Summit is $125 per student which covers hotel, event materials, food, SWAG, and fun events. Saturday
night features an 80’s dance!
If you have questions about this event, please contact Mark Snipes at msnipes@cbfva.org.

YOUTH FALL RETREAT 2019
November 1-3, Camp Crossroads
Theme: Faithful Voices; Cost: $95.00
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