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CBFVA 2019 General Assembly  

This year’s CBFVA General Assembly took place September 17 at 
Bethel Baptist Church in Midlothian (see pictures on pages 2 & 
3). Participants were given copies of this year’s Ministry Planner 
which is now available on our website (includes ministries for 
this year and an extensive review of last year). 

• Paul Baxley, CBF Executive Coordinator, was our thematic 
speaker. Paul fleshed out this year’s theme Faithful Voices, 
participated in a Q & A session (talking about the life and 
work of CBF), and led communion. 

• Four Faithful Voices workshops were offered:  Faithful Voices 
for Racial Reconciliation by Jim Somerville and Herbert Pon-
der, Advocacy as a Spiritual Discipline by Austin Almaguer 
and Andre Towner, Faithful Voices with Immigrants by Sue 
Smith, and Learning Faithfulness Among Those Experiencing 
Homelessness by Josh and Jessica Hearne. 

• Closing worship was extremely meaningful. Our proclaimers 
Alice Cates Clarke and Daniel Glaze did an incredible job of 
speaking to the theme with their faithful voices. 

We express gratitude to the staff and leadership of Bethel Bap-
tist Church in Midlothian for creating a hospitable space for our 
Assembly. Mark your calendar now for next year’s General As-
sembly—September 22, 2020 at Walnut Hills Baptist Church in 
Williamsburg. 

 

 

The Vine 

November 22, 2019 
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Faithful Voices Bible Studies 

CBFVA's theme for 2019-2020 
is Faithful Voices. We are excit-
ed to introduce the thematic 
Bible studies written by Virgin-
ia clergy that help us consider 
what it means to be faithful 
today. New this year is a sec-
tion called "How to Use These 
Studies." We look forward to 
hearing how you use these 
studies to shape and form new 
understandings of faithfulness.  

“Thank you” to this year’s writers: 

• Scott Biggers, Boykins Baptist Church  

• Libby Grammer, First Baptist Church, Martinsville 

• Bob Guffey, Freemason Street Baptist Church,      
Norfolk 

• Meg Lacy, Tabernacle Baptist Church, Richmond 

• Christy McMillin Goodwin, First Baptist Church,   
Front Royal 

• Barrett Owen, First Baptist Church, Waynesboro 

• Charles Qualls, Franklin Baptist Church 

• Travis Russell, Vinton Baptist Church 

To access Faithful Voices Bible Studies, go to: 

http://cbfva.org/lastest-news/faithful-voices-thematic-

bible-studies/. 

 

Dr. Michael Cheuk, CBFVA Moderator 

We welcome Michael Cheuk as CBFVA’s Moderator for 
the next two years. Michael is one of the founding mem-
bers and leaders of the Charlottesville Clergy Collective, 
an interfaith group of leaders committed to establishing, 
developing, and promoting racial unity within the faith 
leadership of the Charlottesville-Albemarle Region. Mi-
chael has also worked as a campus minister, an associate 
minister, and senior pastor. He is a certified Christian 
leadership coach.  

Michael is available to speak or preach on behalf of 
CBFVA. You may contact him at:                                       
michael@michaelcheuk.com.  

Dr. Art Wright,                             
CBFVA Theologian-in-Residence 

At the CBF Virginia General Assembly, Dr. Art Wright 
was introduced as our Theologian-in-Residence for 
the coming year. This is a new initiative for our organ-
ization. In this role, Art will model, demonstrate, and 
train congregations to “think theologically.” 

Art, former professor at Baptist Theological Seminary 
at Richmond, is uniquely qualified to assume this role. 
His deepest passion is teaching the Bible and helping 
others learn how to read Scripture as a whole. 
Through the Theologian-in-Residence role, Art will 
create resources to help clergy and lay leaders, model 
spiritual practices to help congregations become 
more faithful and spiritually vibrant, and help congre-
gations learn how to have difficult conversations.  

New resources like training videos and podcasts will 
soon be posted to our communication vehicles 
(including a new app to launch soon). You may reach 
Art at awrightcbfva@gmail.com. 

 

PASSPORT Camps Scholarships  

Cooperative Baptist Fellowship Virginia and Passport 
Camps have partnered to help make Passport's Chris-
tian Discipleship and Service camps as affordable as 
possible for any CBFVA church desiring to participate. 
CBFVA has budgeted funds to provide scholarships, 
and PASSPORT has agreed to match our scholarship 
funds (for CBFVA churches). Scholarships can be for 
one or two campers in your group or for every person 
on the trip - according to your group’s need. The 
scholarship will result in a reduced registration fee, 
which makes extra money available for those who 
need it, for transportation to camp, or for other camp 
related expenses. Partial and full scholarships are 
available.  

Passport’s model provides fully trained staffs of col-
lege and seminary students who conduct the pro-
gramming throughout the day. This allows group 
leaders and chaperones one-on-one time with their 
students.  

To learn more and to apply, visit this link for de-
tails:  https://passportcamps.org/camp-scholarships/.  

Contact Mark Snipes at msnipes@cbfva.org for info 
on CBFVA scholarships. 

CBFVA Resources Virginia Congregations 

http://cbfva.org/lastest-news/faithful-voices-thematic-bible-studies/
http://cbfva.org/lastest-news/faithful-voices-thematic-bible-studies/
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Pastors’ School 2020 

January 30, 2020 

Huguenot Road Baptist Church, North Chesterfield 

The 2020 edition of Pastors’ School is set for Thursday, January 30, 10 a.m. until 3:00 p.m., at Huguenot Road 
Baptist Church in North Chesterfield, with lunch provided. This equipping experience is CBFVA’s gift to clergy 
serving in all ministerial roles. 

We are thrilled to welcome Dr. Bill Leonard as our speaker for 
Pastors’ School. Our invitation to Dr. Leonard is appropriate and 
intentional because he has been a faithful voice for Baptists for 
many years. He is founding Dean and Professor of Divinity Emeri-
tus (1999-2018) at Wake Forest University School of Divinity. Dr. 
Leonard’s research focuses on church history with particular 
attention to American religion, Baptist studies, and Appalachian 
religious tradition. Dr. Leonard is the author or editor of over 25 
books and regularly contributes thought-provoking articles for 
Baptist News Global. 

The theme for Pastors’ School is The Baptist Future in America: Is There One? (How?). Dr. Leonard will ex-
plore demographic, theological, political, and cultural realities and how they impact Christian/Baptist identi-
ty, mission, and ministry now and into the future.  

These questions frame Dr. Leonard’s presentations: 

What does the changing sociology of Sunday mean for 21st century churches? 

How do we call people of faith and discipleship when many Americans are distancing themselves from 
religion? 

What are some strategies for shaping religious communities during a time of great change? 

How is religious identity passed on to a new generation? 

Can Protestants/Baptists survive loss of cultural privilege? 

 

REGISTRATION & SATELLITE LOCATIONS: 

In addition to the host site at Huguenot Road Baptist Church, we have arranged for regional satellite gather-
ings across the state so more can participate in Pastors’ School. You can register for these locations on the 
registration form:  https://cbfofva.wufoo.com/forms/z1tejpon0p5q4m7/ (can access through Friday News). 

Waynesboro - First Baptist Church: Host - Barrett Owen  

Danville - Averett College: Host - Skyler Daniel  

Madison Heights - Randolph Memorial Baptist Church: Host - Derik Hamby  

Norfolk - Talbot Park Baptist Church: Host - Aaron Brittain 

CBFVA is delighted to partner with Mid-Atlantic CBF to provide a satellite gathering at First Baptist Church, 
Silver Spring, MD. We invite NOVA pastors to attend this site. Trisha Miller Manarin (Mid-Atlantic CBF) is the 
host. Cost is $15, includes lunch. To register, go to www.macbf.net). 

 

http://www.macbf.net


Mission Opportunities 
For the past several years, CBFVA has partnered with 
BGAV, Bluefield College, and WMU of Virginia to start a 
new mission project in the Bluefield area. After multiple 
listening sessions and asset mapping experiences, leaders 
in the region have asked Bridges for Hope to assist in the 
following ways: 

• Bridges for Hope - A Mission Immersion Experience- 
This mission immersion experience will take your 
group deep inside Appalachia life. During this customi-
zable experience, your group will travel to Southwest 
Virginia and Eastern West Virginia to hear stories 
about life and the mission work happening in Appala-
chia. You will hear from local residents, college offi-
cials, ministers and work with local non-profits that 
invest directly in this community.  

• The Wade Center - A Transformative Mission Project- 
The Wade Center is one of three childcare centers 
available to low-income families in Bluefield. The 
Wade Center offers food, educational resources and a 
safe space for 50 students during the school year and 
75 students during the summer.  

• Impact Mission Camp - A Construction Mission Camp- 
Impact is a construction based mission camp for youth 
that has been serving in the Bluefield region for sever-
al years. In partnership with local churches and Blue-
field College, students make repairs to owner-
occupied homes to ensure needy folks are safe, warm, 
and dry. 

 

Mission Box 2019-2020 
Mission Box this year benefits families served by the Wade 
Center, a part of CBFVA’s partnership with Bridges for 
Hope. To find out more about the Wade Center, you can 
visit:  https://wadecenter.com/. 

For this year's Mission Box, you can collect all the items 
listed below, or you can select specific items you wish to 
provide for this ministry.  You can deliver your Mission Box 
items directly to the Wade Center in Bluefield, WV, OR 
contact the CBFVA office to arrange delivery.   

White Copier Paper - For everyday office & kids' program 
use 

Stamps/Postage - For weekly pen pal program/daily office 
use 

Trash Bags - 55 gallon & 13 gallon sizes 

Gift Cards- Oriental Trading - For daily crafts, kid's activi-
ties, holiday treats 

Gift Cards- Sam's Club - For bulk food items needed for 
kid's program 

8oz Bottled Waters - For daily snack time in the program 
(60ct./day) 

Disposable Plates - For daily meals for kid’s program 

Forks, Spoons, Napkins - For daily meals for kid's program 

Please contact Mark Snipes at msnipes@cbfva.org for   
additional information about these opportunities. 

 

 

 

 

 

Introducing Mission Guide 2.0 
Several years ago, CBFVA produced a Mission Guide to as-
sist congregations preparing for and engaging in mission 
projects. That useful resource has been updated, re-
freshed, and released as Mission Guide 2.0. This new and 
improved congregational resource was rolled out at the 
BGAV meeting. 

Mission Guide 2.0 has three movements:  Before You Go, 
While You Are There, and After You Return Home. The sto-
ries and experiences of seasoned spiritual guides will be 
your companions on this journey. These CBF friends won’t 
tell you what you must do, but they will awaken you to the 
necessity of spiritual preparation and will shine a light on 
your path to assist you. We include several practical re-
sources developed by long-time missioners to help you 
prepare. Finally, this resource will encourage you to jour-
nal—to record your thoughts and experiences and reflect 
on how God is at work in and through you, your team, and 
the context in which you serve.  

CBFVA is delighted to partner with your congregation 
through this resource. To obtain your copy of Mission 
Guide 2.0, contact Mark Snipes at msnipes@cbfva.org. 

https://wadecenter.com/


Youth Winter Summit  
January 17-19, 2020 

University Baptist Church—Charlottesville, VA 
  

“But let justice roll down like waters, and righteousness                             
like an ever-flowing stream.”  (Amos 5:24) 

 
Over the Martin Luther King, Jr. weekend in 2020, students from across 
the Commonwealth will gather at University Baptist Church for CBFVA’s 
first Winter Summit. For ten years our organization has consistently 
offered meaningful faith-shaping experiences for students through Mis-

sion Madness, Fall Retreat, and Call Weekend. These events have inspired trust and built capacity for us to 
address difficult justice issues. The rise of hate groups and growing attempts to divide and separate by na-
tionality, religion, and race make this the right time for honest conversation. 
  

A number of justice issues will be addressed during Winter Summit:  systemic racism, food insecurity, and 
injustice toward immigrants and refugees. We acknowledge all of these are difficult and complex topics. Per-
haps we struggle most talking about systemic racism. All of us carry the wound of race. Jim Wallis says, 
“Racism is truly our nation’s original sin.” While difficult to acknowledge, our country horribly mistreated  
Native Americans and enslaved Africans. Is this why we are more comfortable defining “sin” as something 
personal rather than social? Much has happened in the past few years to remind us that even after 400 years 
the wound of racism still hasn’t healed. The rise of white nationalism in America and around the globe is evi-
dence now is the time for reflection and action. 
 

We are aware these will not be easy conversations, so we are intentionally preparing students prior to their 
arrival in Charlottesville. Bible studies addressing justice issues have been written by Art Wright, our Theolo-
gian in Residence; David Haun, Minister with Youth & College Students at Fredericksburg Baptist Church; and 
James Blay, camp pastor for PASSPORT. 
 

We ask the CBFVA community to pray for this consciousness awakening and faith shaping experience. Send 
your students, and be prepared for transformation! 

                   -Terry Maples 

Timothy Peoples is our guest speaker for Winter Summit. He will dive deep into the 
story of Hagar. When God finds Hagar hiding from powerful people seeking to do her 
harm, Hagar calls God “the God who sees me.”  We learn about a God who speaks 
directly to the outsider and offers a seat at the table. Your students will be challenged 
to see others in their everyday lives as God see them and to become advocates for 
outsiders.   

Timothy will explore systemic issues that exist now just as they did in the days of 
Abraham. How do we respond as people of faith? How do we advocate for people 
using the power and privilege we possess? How do we represent the God who sees us 
all? 

The cost of The Summit is $125 per student which covers hotel, event materials, food, SWAG, and fun events.          
Saturday night features an 80’s dance! 

If you have questions about this event, please contact Mark Snipes at msnipes@cbfva.org.  

mailto:msnipes@cbfva.org


Fall Retreat Reflection 

by Susan Prather, Associate Pastor-Youth & Children 

Mount Hermon Baptist Church 

CBFVA’s Youth Fall Retreat on November 1-3 at Camp 
Crossroads Conference Center was a welcome respite for 
my youth. Taking a weekend break from the busy days of 
school and activities was much needed for all. 

It was a perfect fall weekend with the leaves changing on 
the mountain, crisp cold air, quality worship, fun, and fel-
lowship. Dane Jackson our worship proclaimer lead us 
through several Bible stories that challenged us to exam-
ine the Faithful Voices of the Bible and the current voices 
we are listening to today. We also heard testimonies from 
youth and adults about the faithful voices in their lives. 

Saturday included numerous breakout sessions from 
which the 160 youth could choose. Choices included: 

1.  Build it yourself - A hands on building project. 

2.  Hike - A walk through God's beautiful creation 

3. Coloring and meditation- prayer and meditation  

4.  Board Games - Fellowship together around tables 
while learning new games! 

5.  Enneagram - What is your personality type? What 
can you learn about yourself? 

6.  Fresh - A strategic game of tag! 

7.  Art - Seeking God through your creative gifts 

8.  Plus, the opportunity to enjoy the high ropes 
course! 

Thank you, Mark Snipes, and the CBFVA Youth planning 
team for this great weekend retreat! 

 

 

BGAV Luncheon Reflection 

CBFVA partnered with Mid-Atlantic CBF to provide a 
luncheon on Tuesday, November 12. About 120 peo-
ple gathered at Vinton Baptist Church for a delicious 
meal and a program featuring Bridges for Hope, our 
partnership with BGAV, Bluefield College, and WMU 
of Virginia. Speakers included Dr. David Olive, presi-
dent of Bluefield College; Travis Lowe, pastor of 
Crossroads Church in Bluefield, WV; and Keith Still-
well, leader of Together for Hope Appalachia. Charon 
Tiffany, Missions Coordinator at the Wade Center in 
Bluefield, WV, was scheduled to be with us but could 
not travel due to bad weather. These leaders effec-
tively told the story about efforts to birth a new min-
istry in the Bluefield area:  from initial conversations 
with community leaders, to asset mapping experienc-
es, to planning projects that engage congregations 
across Virginia. Mark Snipes invited folks in the room 
to join this collaborative ministry to meet human 
needs in Jesus’ name. 

In addition to the focus on Bridges for Hope, CBFVA 
launched Mission Box to benefit the ministry of the 
Wade Center in Bluefield, WV (see separate article). 
Finally, we introduced Mission Guide 2.0 (see sepa-
rate article). 

THANK YOU to Vinton Baptist Church for your gra-
cious hospitality! We appreciate all who gathered for 
this year’s luncheon! 

 

Grace & Main Fellowship Celebrates 
10th Anniversary     

On November 9, CBFVA partner ministry Grace & 
Main hosted a party in Danville to celebrate 10 years 
of ministry. A large crowd gathered to express grati-
tude for what God has accomplished through Josh 
and Jessica Hearne and all who participate in the  
ministry.  

Music was upbeat (including dancers led by Lucy 
Hearne), a trivia game was fun and informative, bingo 
was very hard (unless you were an insider!), fellow-
ship was sweet, and the food was delicious. 

Terry Maples was privileged to represent CBFVA at 
this anniversary celebration. We give thanks to God 
for the ministry of Grace & Main, and we look for-
ward to a rich and meaningful future together! 



Hope for Hard Times 

by Terry Maples,  

CBFVA Coordinator 

People are anxious….and 
reasons abound: craziness 
happening in Washington, D.C.; the inability of our 
elected representatives to work together for the 
common good (especially on important issues like 
affordable healthcare and sensible gun control); un-
civil political campaigns (with more to come); the 
separation of families and caging children at our 
southern border; hungry children; abused women; 
those considered the “other” ostracized and many 
times verbally and physically attacked. We certainly 
are living in hard times.  

To our long list of concerns, I must also add fears re-
lated to dying churches or, at least, fear the criteria 
we formerly used to define faithfulness is changing 
dramatically. Church people are nervous. If I could I 
would offer simple solutions for all the challenges 
that face us as a country and as people of faith but I 
can’t. Instead allow me to suggest a better way! 

Awhile back I heard Parker Palmer speak at the Uni-
versity of Richmond. The evening was inspirational 
and encouraging, and Dr. Palmer (truly a strong and 
longtime Faithful Voice) spoke truth in addressing 
hard times. I summarize some of his statements here: 

• What we require to grapple with challenges to-
day is already here (the same resources available 
to previous generations are available to us now). 

• There is power in the human heart; there is pow-
er in community—it is hidden in plain sight! 

• Do not play on fears which leads to scapegoating. 

• There is good news—we are people of HOPE (we 
definitely need to hear this as we approach Ad-
vent). Hope sees beyond facts. Hope requires 
courage to see what is and what is possible, i.e. 
something new and better. Hope summons our 
better angels. Do not act powerless, but be pre-
sent for each other. We can and must work with 
others for good in the world. 

• I can’t change the whole world, but I can influ-
ence what is three feet around me. 

 

• How might the world change if every hopeful 
act is a seed that potentially bears fruit? 

• We must offer the gift of self to each other -- 
no isolation. We connect most deeply around 
brokenness. Vulnerability is key for communi-
ty. “We are all cracked; that‘s how the light 
gets in.” 

• Here’s what helps us through hard times: 

 Silence 

 Talk with a trusted friend who listens with-
out fixing 

 Acknowledge I need help 

 Make time for beauty (God’s creation) 

 Respond to lives that are much harder 
than mine 

• Almost more than anything else, Americans 
value accomplishment. We must learn to live 
by higher standards than results. Being faith-
ful to our gifts and what they can do in the 
world is the best place to start.  

• Don’t go it alone; avoid tribal mentality; reject 
either/or thinking. 

• Learn to manage small heartbreaks to prepare 
for big ones. 

• Love keeps our hearts soft and supple. Love is 
the final word and opens our hearts to more.  

I call upon free and faithful Baptists across the 
Commonwealth to heed Parker Palmer’s words 
and act upon them. Let’s nurture our gratitude for 
the gift of life and work for fruitful possibilities in 
the world around us. A grateful heart is much 
stronger than the pseudo-power of wealth, fame, 
and political position. When our faithful voices 
unite for the good of all, transformation can hap-
pen – in us and in the world! 

 

 

 

  



Learning That Will Change Your Teaching 

Teacher Training Workshop 

Reflection by Mary Richerson Craven, Central Baptist Church, Richmond 

 

If we are honest, we confess much of what takes place under the umbrella of Christian education in the 
local church is focused on teaching rather than learning, on acquiring knowledge instead of being formed 
in Jesus’ image. Awakening consciousness about these truths is one of Terry Maples’ passions. He led a 
workshop at Central Baptist Church in Richmond on September 28. Mary Richerson Craven, Associate Pas-
tor of Music and Adult Ministries, offers this reflection on that experience. 

 

The most effective teachers are those who embrace a life of learning. This 
workshop, “Learning That Will Change Your Teaching” was a discussion-
based experiential opportunity for Sunday school teachers to examine 
class leadership models that can best provide for deep, meaningful spiritu-
al formation. Throughout the course, Terry Maples emphasized that con-
gregations must be “intentional about reuniting spirituality and learning” 
in our church ministries so we can equip Christ-followers with the tools to 
go out and live in love. 

 

Acknowledging the fact that most Sunday school classes are filled with 
members who meet together weekly with little expectation of being chal-
lenged or changed, Terry guided us in ways to make the Sunday school 
hour a key element to spiritual awakening within the life of the church. We need to ask hard questions and 
not be afraid of digging deep for answers. 

 

This class was both inspiring and practical. Terry facilitated the session by modeling his ideas throughout the 
class. There were thought-provoking questions, discussion opportunities, and personal stories shared that 
allowed those gathered to make connections to our own spiritual journeys. We were given a firsthand exam-
ple of how to lead a Sunday school class to deeper understanding of scripture and into closer relationship 
with God. 

 

I left feeling energized about the opportunities we as congregations have to learn and grow together. I imme-
diately began thinking of other opportunities for this session to be offered in the life of our church. Christian 
education is fundamental to our formation, and it doesn’t matter at which stage of the journey we find our-
selves—we can always learn and always grow.   

 

NOTE:   

Terry welcomes the opportunity to resource adult teachers                                                          
in your congregation. Contact him at 804.432.9160.      



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SHARE ABUNDANT LIFE!  

Your church has the opportunity to promote and collect special offerings to support missions around the globe. CBF is very excited 

about its robust global missions enterprise. The great work being accomplished abroad and here in the U.S. is life changing and 

worthy of support. When CBF places field personnel, it commits to financially supporting these missionaries for long-term impact. 

Individuals and congregations support CBF Global Missions by giving to the Offering for Global Missions (OGM). This offering sup-

ports domestic and international efforts to serve people who have been forsaken and forgotten by others.  

Here are some ways to enhance your church’s connection to CBF Global Missions: 

a. Regularly encourage members of your congregation to pray for CBF field personnel. Some of our congregations offer weekly 

“missions moments” featuring CBF field personnel. This approach builds awareness about the work of our missionaries and 

inspires faithful giving to support them. 

b. Be intentional about utilizing OGM promotional materials. The theme for this year’s Global Missions emphasis is Share Abun-

dant Life featuring the work of CBF field personnel Lynn an Michael Hutchinson in Togo, West Africa and Karen Morrow in 

Fort Worth, Texas. Include CBF bulletin inserts and show CBF videos that highlight different field personnel. Promotional items 

may be ordered from CBF. Make certain lay mission leaders have access to these resources. Find resources and videos at 

www.cbf.net/ogm.  

c. Be intentional about making sure CBF Global Missions receives an appropriate percentage of missions giving from your con-

gregation. If your church’s values and convictions are in alignment with CBF’s holistic approach to missions, increase the per-

centage going to CBF mission causes each year.  

d. Make available to your membership copies of fellowship! magazine. This resource highlights the work of gifted CBF field per-

sonnel (can be used with mission groups in the church) as well as other CBF ministries. 

e. Invite a CBF missionary or representative to speak for your Global Missions emphasis. This is one of the most effective ways to 

awaken consciousness about needs on the mission field and for members of the congregation to see the incredibly gifted folks 

serving as CBF missionaries.  

f. Become an Encourager Church by building a relationship with specific field personnel. Nothing cultivates compassion for what 

God is doing in Global Missions like building a relationship with those serving in difficult places and sending church members 

to serve alongside them. CBF is happy to help your congregation become an Encourager Church. 

 

Please Note:  When you give to the Offering for Global Missions you support the work of Josh & Jessica 

Hearne with Grace and Main in Danville, Greg & Sue Smith with LUCHA Ministries in Fredericksburg, and 

Jenny Jenkins’ ministry in Haiti. Please give generously. By doing so, you Share Abundant Life! 

  


